Divisions affected: Hendreds and Harwell

CABINET MEMBERFOR HIGHWAY MANAGEMENT -
16 DECEMBER 2021

HARWELL — GROVE ROAD: PROPOSED TRAFFIC CALMING
BUILD OUTS

Report by Corporate Director, Environment and Place

RECOMMENDATION

1. The Cabinet Member for Highway Management is RECOMMENDED to
approve as advertised the flat top road humps at Grove Road Harwell at the
following locations:

a) approximately 27 metres north west of its junction with Manor Green, to
include an uncontrolled Pedestrian crossing point;

b)  approximately 60 metres south east of its junction with The Croft.

Executivesummary
2. This report presents responses received to a statutory consultation on the
proposed provision of flat top road humps at Grove Road Harwell as shown at

Annexes 1 and 2 to help achieve better compliance with the 20mph speed
limit already in place.

Financial Implications

3. Funding for consultation on the proposals has been provided by the
developers of adjacent land, who will also fund construction if approved.

Equality and Inclusion Implications

4. No implications in respect of equalities or inclusion have been identified in
respect of the proposals.

Sustainability Implications

5. The proposals would help facilitate walking and cycling within the village and
safe movement of traffic.
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Consultation

6. Formal consultation was carried out between 26 August and 17 September
2021. A notice was published in the Oxford Times newspaper and an email
sent to statutory consultees including Thames Valley Police, the Fire &
Rescue Service, Ambulance service, Bus operators, the Vale of the White
Horse District Council. Harwell Parish Council, and local County Councillor.
Letters were also sent directly to approximately 30 properties within the
immediate vicinity and street notices placed on site.

7. Twenty-nine responses were received during the formal consultation. Four
objections, seven expressions of concern, sixteen in support and two non-
objections. The responses are shown at Annex 3 with copies of the original
responses available for inspection by County Councillors.

8. Thames Valley Police and the Vale of White Horse District Council did not
object.

9. Harwell Parish Council welcomed the proposed Grove Road improvements
and asked that speed is monitored after installation and further work done if
necessary.

10.Four objections were received from members of the public - two of them
residents of Harwell. The grounds for objection included the lack of need for
the proposed measures, concerns over the road surface and the narrow width
of the road and that alternative measures — such as a vehicle activated sign -
would be more appropriate on environmental grounds. Also noting concerns
over noise and emissions as vehicles slow to pass over the proposed calming
and then accelerate.

11.Noting the above, the concerns over the condition and width of the road are
outside the scope of the scheme that has planning permission. Furthermore it
IS not possible to widen the road due to the available highway land without
removing the footway all together. The speed humps will further reduce the
speed of vehicles and thus make this road safer for pedestrians and control
the speed of traffic throughout the entire day. A vehicle active sign would not
provide the same level of speed reduction as physical traffic calming and this
is the reason humps have been proposed. A noise survey on the proposals
has taken place with no significant increase in noise anticipated.

12.A further six responses from members of the public cited concerns. These
were, however, primarily focussed on the need for additional measures to
reduce risks to road users including pedestrians and cyclists rather than
objections to the proposals themselves. The focus of these concerns was the
part of Grove road west of the current proposals.

13.Expressions of support were received from sixteen members of the public with
the great majority of those confirmed as local residents.

BILL COTTON
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Corporate Director, Environment and Place

Annexes Annex 1-2: Consultation Plans
Annex 3: Consultation responses

Contact Officers: Tim Shickle 07920 591545
Ryan Moore 07557 082568

December 2021
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ANNEX 3

RESPONDENT

COMMENTS

(1) Traffic Management
Officer, (Thames Valley
Police)

No objection

(2) Harwell Parish Council

Support — The council welcomes the proposed Grove Road improvements and would ask that speed is monitored
after installation and further work done if necessary.

(3) Vale of White Horse
District Council (Planning)

No objection

(4) Local Resident,
(Harwell, Grove Road)

Object - The road needs to be made more suitable for all users. It needs to be widened for cars and resurfaced. Then
it can be considered for pedestrians, a walk or cycle lane should be created. Adding two speed bumps is a waste of
funds. It will just add to the existing poor road surface.

(5) Local Resident,
(Harwell, White Hart Way)

Object - There are already 2 traffic calming structures in place

(6) Resident, (Didcot,
Maple Road)

Object - There are enough obstacles already on this road to require further traffic calming measures

(7) Resident, (Oxford,
Rymers Lane)

Object - A raised 'traffic calming' measure is not necessary here - instead a speed activated warning sign should be
deployed. This is greener, more environmentally sound (due to the increased pollution from a car braking and
accelerating unnecessarily) and less obstructive to the flow of traffic.
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(8) Local Resident,
(Harwell, Hill Mead)

Concerns - Traffic doesn’t seem to adjust speed before reaching existing traffic calming measures on Grove Rd

heading towards village. Would it not be sensible to place speed hump at the 40-20 transition point? Too many cars
approach the narrow at 40 and can’t see oncoming vehicles due to brow.

(9) Local Resident,
(Harwell, White Hart Way)

Concerns - | support traffic calming measures on all sections of grove road including this section. | however have
concerns that traffic speeds from hump 1 Westbound to RSA Problem 3 (the island heading towards Rowstock/Milton
Hill) will continue to far exceed 20mph. Although only a 100m distance past the Fidlers Orchard junction, | would
encourage the reviewer to consider a further speed deterrent, such as another speed hump, closer towards the Fidlers
Orchard Junction.

Furthermore, when travelling eastbound from Milton Hill towards Harwell, on Grove road, the current 'island' located
near the Fidlers orchard junction has no priority for cyclists. Meaning a cyclist has to give way/interrupt their journey to
oncoming road traffic, then recommence uphill, around the island. With no education in road traffic, | ask why does
this island/lump of tarmac need to protrude continually from the left hand embankment to the centre of the road, could
it not leave a say 1m gap for cyclists to squeeze through - filtered permeability?

| suspect this may be the incorrect forum to raise more pressing concerns about the other 1,200m of uncontrolled road
from the Fidlers orchard junction to the A4130 (Abingdon Road).. unsuitable road surface, no pedestrian access,
dangerous, dark, horses travelling, buses crashing. Where do | begin?

(10) Local Resident,
(Harwell, Fidler's Orchard)

Concerns - Concerns that there is no traffic calming beyond Alder View (heading towards Rowstock) where the traffic
is very fast and the road narrow

(11) Local Resident,
(Harwell, Crown fields)

Concerns - Too many cars speeding - rat run

(12) Local Resident,
(Harwell, Ham Corner)

Concerns - | think it's definitely a good idea to put traffic calming measures in place as cars do drive too fast down
Grove Road.

| also think it's really important that there's more signage/road paint on the shared section of road near the High Street
- it feels dangerous walking on the footpath part at the moment because it's not clear to drivers.

| also think there needs to be a footpath built all the way along the Grove Road from Alder View to the Old Farm Shop




CMDHM14

as the road is very narrow/windy and people walk along it all the time which is really dangerous without a path.

(13) Online response,
(unknown)

Concerns — How is this going to protect people turning out of Alder View? They come from the 40mph zone and
barely slow down. We pull out to enter the 40 zone and they are already on the wrong side of the road speeding.

It needs a speed bump as you enter the 20 zone.

(14) Online response,
(unknown)

Concerns —Is it proposed that works to alleviate frequent flooding on Grove Road will also be dealt with at the same
time as these works?

(15) Local Resident,
(Harwell, Reading Road)

Support - Am in favour of measures to reduce traffic speeds in and around the village

(16) Local Resident,
(Harwell, Hill Mead)

Support - More signs and markings, measures to slow traffic.

(17) Local Resident,
(Harwell, Hill Mead)

Support - Very pleased with the proposals to make Grove road safer, slow down the cars and update the signage.
Clearer delineation of the shared surfaces nearer the village end of the road will definitely make it feel safer to walk
along the road on that section

(18) Local Resident,
(Harwell, Boot Lane)

Support - | support the proposals as long as the speed humps are not nasty speed bumps that wrecks people’s cars.
The signpost coming into Harwell needs to be clear like proposed but not obstructing the view for drivers to see if
incoming traffic is coming.

(19) Local Resident,
(Harwell, Hoopswell)

Support - Grove Road can be quite dangerous anyway but speeding drivers add to the problem so traffic calming
measures makes sense
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(20) Local Resident,
(Harwell, Queen Gardens)

Support - Supporting due to the dangerous speeds people ate travelling down Grove Road into harwell. Accident
waiting to happen!

(21) Local Resident,
(Harwell, Hill Mead)

Support - Cars drive much too fast down Grove Rd. we need to slow the traffic down

(22) Local Resident,
(Harwell, White Hart Way)

Support - Cars generally travel along this stretch of road too quickly, making it unsafe to walk or cycle along it. |
support traffic calming to reduce traffic speeds.

(23) Local Resident,
(Harwell, White Hart Way)

Support - | live in Alder View and see that traffic FAR exceeds the 20mph speed limit!
If anything, I'd be happy with taller and more frequent speed bumps as some of the other villages around Oxfordshire
(e.g. Steventon)

(24) Local Resident,
(Harwell, Manor Green)

Support - | frequently run, walk or cycle, and occasionally drive, along the proposed stretch of Grove Road. Motorists
often ignore the existing 20 mph speed limit. Adding the humps and other improvements should reduce vehicle
speeds and improve safety, particularly on the riskiest easternmost section where there is no pavement.

(25) Local Resident,
(Harwell, Reading Road)

Support - A very high proportion of vehicles using the roads around the village is travelling at excessive speed - well
beyond the speed limits. This is particularly so through the village's 20 (Grove Road) and 30 limits (most of village
centre and, in particular, the 30mph section of the Reading Road). This small attempt to control speed is most
welcome - if only it were extended to all 20 and 30 areas, including, please, the Reading Road, where it is dangerous
to exit and enter our driveways or cross the road in view of sustained and habitual speeding.

(26) Local Resident,
(Harwell, Manor Green)

Support - It's meant to be 20 and very few drive at 20 down there, in fact often more like 40. | think it's used as a
short-cut and some even do laps on motorbikes or in cars around the new "by-pass" and back round Grove Road, you
can hear their engines doing the route. Many children cross here for school and visiting friends; there are a lot of
houses in this part of the village now, it would be so much safer if it was more geared towards pedestrians and
cyclists. It would discourage the use of it as a "nip-through”. The fumes from the volume of traffic coming down it are
also becoming significant too.
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Support - Being a resident in Grove Road, | can confirm that most drivers speed in excess of 20 mph. Indeed a
(27) Local Resident number of motorcyclists exceed the speed limit to a vast extent e.g. over 50 mph. _

' | would support having the speed humps across the whole of the carriageway. If that is not possible that | would
support offsetting the humps.
Ideally a speed camerais required.

(Harwell, Grove Road)

Support - Traffic generally do not respect 20 mph requirements of this section. Please be careful where you place
new 20mph signs so not to further obstruct the view to the right when leaving Manor Green/Alder View as there is
blind spot here where it is possible to not see a car approaching until it is almost at the junction

(28) Local Resident,
(Harwell, Manor Green)

(29) Local Resident, Support - Far too many people speed along Grove Road and drive carelessly. We need these measures to slow
(Harwell, Fidlers Orchard) | traffic and make it safer for the community.




